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Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy has served the youth of Indian River County since 1973.

Our Mission

Our Children

Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy is dedicated to
enriching the lives of Indian River County youth through
mentoring relationships that inspire trust,
self-esteem and positive futures.

In Indian River County, 11% of the children live in
poverty. Many of our children are from families that
earn more than the state poverty level, but less than
the cost of living for Indian River County, which is
approximately 30% of the population.
Having food on the table can be a daily struggle.

Youth Guidance works with kindergarten to 12th grade
children.
All programs are free and children are provided with a
nutritious meal before evening programs.

Some of our children live in an economically
unstable environment, with a lower social
stratification. It is not uncommon for them to be
exposed to adverse situations.
Our Comto:

Get to Know Us
Kim

Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy has served the
youth of Indian River County since 1973.
Youth Guidance depends entirely on the
financial support of the Indian River
community, with a combination of funding from
private donors, foundations, and county grants.
We are a uniquely local charity, with an
entirely local mission.

mitment is

Our Goal
Our goal is to empower this group to rise above their
current economic status.
This will increase the overall educational and
economical level of the county, thereby positively
affecting wider implications.

Our Outcomes
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Total Group Mentoring
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Total Number of Mentors
And Volunteers

219

1,675
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The Exchange Club of Indian River Presents
Youth Guidance Students With ACE Awards

Jesse Zuniga Wins the Gigi Casapu
Tennis Scholarship

The Exchange Club of Indian River honored four Youth
Guidance students: Jatalia Hammond, John Quigley,
Marlaja Stinson and Mario Martinez with their
“Accepting the Challenge of Excellence” (ACE) Award.

The ACE Award recognizes students who have
overcome physical, emotional, or social obstacles to
succeed in school. Its purpose is to encourage them to
graduate from high school and applauds and
recognizes those students who might otherwise be
overlooked for their achievements.

Jesus “Jesse” Zuniga was awarded the Gigi Casapu
Scholarship at the finals for the King of Hill 2019 Youth
Guidance Tennis Tournament (Fundraiser).
Jesse entered the scholarship with an essay explaining
his future goals. In his essay, he explained that he was
going into the Marines to serve his country. Jesse went
on to say that he would be using the scholarship to
attend school while in the Marines or soon thereafter.

Jesse was the former President of the Youth Guidance
Pathfinders (ages 14 through 18) He is one of our
finest and after overcoming many obstacles, he has all
of the qualities of a leader and someone that the
Marines would be proud to have!

Revenue & Support

Contributions

$

52,071

Grants

$

242,061

Special Even

$

70,471

Other Income

$

Total Revenue

$ 378,308

13,705

Programs & Operating Expenses

Mentoring Program

$

351,985

Management
& General

$

43,445

Fundraising

$

37,265

Total Expenses $

432,695

Net Assets
Beginning of Fiscal Year

$

724,993

Change in Net Assets

$

(54,387)

Total Net Assets

$

670,606

For more information on how to help
financially support Youth Guidance programs,
contact Felix Cruz, Executive Director
at 772.492.3933 or e-mail
fcruz@youthguidanceprogram.org
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Our Commitment
Our Commitment is to:
•

Prepare young people to become thriving and contributing adults.

•

Endeavor to strengthen their life skills and relationships within
schools and programs.

•

Prevent this “at risk” segment of the population from becoming
social under-achievers, and help them become contributing
members to the local economy.

Our Mentoring Program
Through group mentoring and one-to-one mentoring, Youth Guidance works
with children from low-income homes to build a path out of poverty, develop
assets associated with successful adult lives, and ensure graduation from high
school.
Our programs include fun learning objectives intended to integrate Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics, while still focusing on our core
component of mentoring children. The entire program is designed to provide
mentoring and guidance, through quality and fun activities.

“We entertain, engage and educate.”

Programs
Academic Enrichment
Around the World
Art
Books to Life
Boxing
Culinary Arts
Engineering
Equestrian
Explorers
Fishing
Gardening
Great Outdoors
Home Economics
Karate
Life Skills
Dance
Mathematics
Music
Pathfinders
Photography
Pickleball
S.T.E.A.M.
Sailing
Science
Sewing
Sports
Tech & Gaming
Technology
Tennis
Voyagers

King Of The Hill Fundraiser
Now in it’s 25th year, King of the Hill is one of Youth Guidance’s major fundraisers. All proceeds from the
tournament benefit the Youth Guidance Mentoring & Activities Program.

After weeks of local pros vying to be named King of the Hill, Chase Perez-Blanco, of Quail Valley, won the title of
King of Hill for the 2019 Youth Guidance Tennis Tournament.
The Winner of the King of the Hill 50’s Division was Henner Lenhardt. Lennart Jonason won the 40's Division, for the
second time.
“Last year’s King of The Hill Tennis Tournament helped serve over 300 underprivileged children from Indian River
County. Without the support of the community, many of these children would not have access to the tremendous
amount of free resources that our agency provides, including free meals,” said Executive
Director, Felix L. Cruz.

Tropical Night Luau Fundraiser
The Youth Guidance 42nd Annual Tropical Night Luau was a tremendous success!

Guests had a wonderful time dancing to The Gypsy Lane band, feasting on tropical fare and mingling with friends,
old and new. The Silent and Live Auctions featured spectacular items donated by local businesses and individuals
including: vacations, trips, services, restaurant gift cards, recreation packages, art, jewelry and many more
wonderful articles. All proceeds support Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy.
“Through the generous event sponsorships and community donations, hundreds of Youth Guidance
children will enjoy year-round activities,” said Felix Cruz, Executive Director of Youth Guidance. “We would like to
extend our gratitude and appreciation to everyone who made the event so successful!”

Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy
1028 20th Place
Vero Beach, FL 32960
772.492.3933
www.youthguidanceprogram.org

We’re Social ...Follow Us!

